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UNIT SUMMARY 
   

 

This unit estabishes the importance of the Civil War and Reconstruction.  Initially, the unit will consider 

the conditions that led to a divided nation by examining the growing tensions over slavery, the 

Compromise of 1850 and the Kansas-Nebraska Act, the deepening crisis and the Antislavery Party, 

and the coming of the Civil War and the secession of the southern states.  The unit continues with a close 

investigation the Civil War by identifying the two sides and their respective advantages and strategies, 

inspects the early battles of the war and the influence of technology, explains the Emancipation 

Proclamation and African American assistance in the Union Army, analyzes the impact of the war on the 

northern and southern economies, and identifies decisive battles that led to the Union's ultimate 

success.  Lastly, the unit will explore the period of Reconstruction and the New South by analyzing some 

of Lincoln's plans and the impact of his assasination, outlining the battle over reconstruction and its 

relationship to the 13th and 14th Amendments, and describing the events that led to the end of 

Reconstruction by assessing the impact of sharecropping and the denial of rights to African Americans by 

southern states. 

   

    

 

UNIT RESOURCES    

 

Printed Materials:  

Documents 

 Library of Congress  http://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/ourdocs/CivilWarRecon.html 

  Chronology of US Historical Documents http://www.law.ou.edu/hist/ 

 Wilmot Proviso 

 Dred Scott v. Sanford (1857) 

 Freeport Doctrine 

 South Carolina Ordinace of Succession 

 Lincoln's First Inaugural Address 

 Jefferson Davis' message to the Confederate Congress, April 29, 1861 

 Lincoln's Message to Congress, July 4, 1861 

 The Emancipation Proclamation 

 Lincoln's Gettysburg Address 

 Lincoln's 2nd Inaugural Address 

 Tenrue of Office Act 

   

http://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/ourdocs/CivilWarRecon.html
http://www.law.ou.edu/hist/


 Amnesty Proclamation 

 13th-15th Amendments 

 Thomas Nast cartoons from Harper's Weekly 

 Editorials by Henry Grady from the Atlanta Constitution 

 Civil Rights Act of 1866 

 Civil Rights Act of 1875 

 Military Reconstruction Act 

 

Resources:  

Movies 

 Gods and Generals 

 Gettysburg 

 Glory 

Videos 

  The Civil War--PBS 

 Reconstruction, The Second Civil War--PBS 

Songs 

 "Follow the Drinking Gourd" 

 Presidential Campaign Songs (Smithsonian Folkways) 

o Taylor, Fillmore, Pierce, Buchanan, Lincoln 

 "Bonnie Blue Flag" 

 "Darling Nelly Gray" 

 Keith and Rusty McNeill, Civil War Songs 

 Wayne Erbsen, Ballads and Songs of the Civil War 

  

   

 

Internet Resource Links: 

  http://www.civilwar.com/ 

  http://www.civil-war.net/ 

  http://www.pbs.org/civilwar/ 

  http://www.loc.gov/topics/content.php?subcat=8 

  http://sunsite.utk.edu/civil-war/warweb.html 

   

    
    

STAGE ONE 
   

    

  GOALS AND STANDARDS    

http://www.civilwar.com/
http://www.civil-war.net/
http://www.pbs.org/civilwar/
http://www.loc.gov/topics/content.php?subcat=8
http://sunsite.utk.edu/civil-war/warweb.html


 

Standard State: NJ 

6.1.8.C.4.c. Analyze how technological innovations affected the status and social class of different groups 

of people, and explain the outcomes that resulted.  

6.1.8.D.4.b. Explore efforts to reform education, women's rights, slavery, and other issues during the 

Antebellum period.  

6.1.8.D.4.c. Explain the growing resistance to slavery and New Jersey's role in the Underground 

Railroad.  

6.1.8.A.5. Civics, Government, and Human Rights  

6.1.8.A.5.b. Compare and contrast the approaches of Congress and Presidents Lincoln and Johnson 

toward the reconstruction of the South.  

6.1.8.B.5. Geography, People, and the Environment  

6.1.8.B.5.a. Determine the role of geography, natural resources, demographics, transportation, and 

technology in the progress and outcome of the Civil War.  

6.1.8.C.5. Economics, Innovation, and Technology  

6.1.8.C.5.a. Assess the human and material costs of the Civil War in the North and South.  

6.1.8.C.5.b. Analyze the economic impact of Reconstruction on the South from different perspectives.  

6.1.8.D.5. History, Culture, and Perspectives  

6.1.8.D.5.a. Prioritize the causes and events that led to the Civil War from different perspectives.  

6.1.8.D.5.b. Analyze critical events and battles of the Civil War and determine how they contributed to 

the final outcome of the war.  

6.1.8.D.5.c. Examine the roles of women, African Americans, and Native Americans in the Civil War.  

6.1.8.D.5.d. Analyze the effectiveness of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments to the United States 

Constitution from multiple perspectives.  

   

      

    

 ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS     

 

The Civil War is a terrible example of what can happen when people and nations fail to resolve 

differences peacefully.  Recent examples can be seen in former Yugoslavia, Congo, Chechnya, and the 

Middle East.  

Discrimination and hate crimes have not been limited to African Americans in the South in the 

1800's.  Recent hate crimes have targeted African Americans, Jews, Muslims, and immigrants, among 

others.  

Among the "firsts" developed for the Civil War, and still used today, were aerial reconnaissance, the 

bugle call "Taps," the U.S. Secret Service, and a press corps that covered the war from the battle areas.  

   

    

 ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS     

 

How was the Civil War a political, economic, and social turning point?  How did the nation try but fail to 

deal with growing sectional differences?  How did people, places, and things affect the outcome of the 

Civil War?  What were the short-term and long-term effects of the Civil War?  
   

    



 

KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS    

 

Knowledge: 

 SWK how the question of admission of new states to the Union fueled the debate over slavery 

and states' rights. 

 SWK what the Compromise of 1850 was and why it failed. 

 SWK why the Lincoln and Douglas debates and John Brown's raid increased tensions between the 

North and South. 

 SWK why the election of Abraham Lincoln sparked the secession of southern states. 

 SWK why both the Union and Confederacy believed that winning the Civil War would be easy. 

 SWK the advantages and disadvantages each side had in the Civil War. 

 SWK the causes and effects of the Emancipation Proclamation. 

 SWK how the war affected people and politics in the North and South. 

 SWK how Lincoln and his generals turned the tide of the Civil War. 

 SWK how the government tried to solve key problems facing the nation after the Civil War. 

 SWK how disagreements over Reconstruction led to conflict in government and in the South. 

 SWK the effects of Reconstruction. 

Skills: 

 SWBAT Determine Relevance 

 SWBAT Analyze a Speech 

 SWBAT Analyze a Migration Map 

 SWBAT Analyze Cause and Effect 

 SWBAT Understand Sequence 

 SWBAT Analyze and Evaluate Proposals 

   

    
STAGE TWO 

   
    

 PERFORMANCE TASKS     

 

Title: The Nation Divided 

Suggested units of measurement: 

Chapter test 

Section I quiz (Growing tenions over Slavery) 

Section II quiz (Compromise Fall) 

Section III quiz (The Crisis Deepens) 

   



Section IV quiz (The Coming of the Civil War) 

Research papers 

Internet-based research projects 

DBQs 

 

 

  Title: The Civil War 

Suggested units of measurement: 

Chapter test 

Section I quiz (The Call to Arms) 

Section II quiz (Early Years of the War) 

Section III quiz (Emancipation Proclamation) 

Section IV quiz (The Civil War and American Life) 

Section V (Decisive Battles) 

Research papers 

Internet-based research projects 

DBQs 

 

 

  Title: Reconstruction and New South 

Suggested units of measurement: 

Chapter test 

Section I quiz (Rebuilding the Nation) 

Section II quiz (The Battle over Reconstruction) 

Section III quiz (The End of Reconstruction) 



Research papers 

Internet-based research projects 

DBQs 

 

 

   

    

 OTHER EVIDENCE    

 

Self assessments 

Peer review 

Tests 

Quizzes  

Portfolios 

Persuasive Essay:  Imagine that you are a plantation owner from Maryland (a border state) during the 

years just prior to the Civil War.  You feel compelled to make a decision regarding slavery.  On the one 

hand, you sympathize with slaves and want see an end to the injustice.  On the other hand, you need 

cheap labor in order to make a profit from your plantation.  Write a letter to Benjamin Contee, your local 

congressman, persuading him to either end slavery or see to its continued existence. 

   

    
STAGE THREE 

   
    

 

LEARNING ACTIVITIES     

 

Recommended Field Trips:   

 Civil War and Underground Railroad Museum of Philadelphia.  
  Penn Museum in Philadelphia. 

Suggested: 

 Interactive Reading, discussion and notetaking 

 Cooperative Learning activities 

 Graphic Organizer Inspiration -- Link the events leading up to the 
beginning of the Civil War. 

 Create a map to show how the Union and Confederacy each looked 

   



during this period. 

 Newpaper stories about any of the Civil War battles (Word) 

 Create timeline of events. 

 Act out/perform  skit about what life may have been like for a family 
who was saying goodbye to a loved one before leaving to join the 

war effort (play or Moviemaker). 
 First-person essay on what your life would be like if you lived in this 

time period and had to view a war in your own backyard (Word). 

 Write a letter "home" from the front lines (Word). 
 Compare and contrast the geographical regions of the U.S. during 

this period with an emphasis on "Free States" vs. "Slave States." 

 Graph/Chart U.S. population growth during this period with 

emphasis on population growth in the northern and southern states 

 Research essay on the important of the Emancipation Proclamation 

and the reaction from both sides of the War. 
 DBQ research -- Lincoln's Gettysburg Address. 

 Deliver a newscast about a Civil War battle. Work as a group with 
one student being the anchor and others being guest analysts. 

 Write a newspaper editorial opposing the Fugitive Slave Law. 
 Write an obituary about John Brown, focusing on his life, activities in 

Harper's Ferry, tensions over slavery in 1859 and his hanging. 
 Create an Editorial Cartoon for a candidate in the Election of 1860. 

 Debate the proposals for the plans to reconstruct the country 

following the Civil War. 
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